- momorable George Euddlestom -~ - - -

Bouse of Representatives
7 Waahinqton 25, . €. .

R

*Dea: congn.mn Buddlestoms

I regret to inform you that the informatiom
I furnished to you concerning reports that vehicles
rented Ly the Department cf Justice were used to
transport Reverend Martin Luther King sround Ala- ‘ -
Lama was in part inaccurate, . S B

The enclosed statement corrects the inace-
ourate information swhich I earlier furnished yocu.

The Department is issuing a statement to
this effect tcday., If you have any further ine b
quiries about ‘this matter, I would be ham to ' 2
answer thea for you.

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attornsy Geseral -
Civil Rights Divieicm b, = - _gj_
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__ #*Noneradle George Euddlesten, Jg.
~ Kgudber of Coagress *

Unite@pStates Beuse of Representatives —
Washiagtoa 23, 9. C. B C

Dear CO-¢rgll-ast'

The Attosney Genersl has asked me to reply te

_ your letters of October 18 sad 22, coacesning seports
that vehicles rented by the Departaent of Justice were
used to tramsport Reverend Kartim Luther King, Je.,
szound Alsbama., On the 13th of October we fissued
the following statement. I think that it will completely
snswer youwr inquiry. Of course, say effort at sll by
Sheriff Clark or Governor Wallace to ascertaia the true
facts would have made these false reports unnecessary
in the first place. -

The geports that sutomobiles rented by
LI the Departsent of Justice were used to )f
furnish transpostaties for Reverend
Martin Luther King in Alabama are either
: e gross mistake or & deliberste attempt T T 7
. to mislead the people of Alasbssms,

e are settiag forth sll the facts so
that there cam be mo aissnderstanding
slthough ve issued a conplete denial

on Wednesday.

R - S B

Attorneys for the Depertment of Justice
om duty ia Alabams and elsevhere ia the
Uaited States frequently reat sutonebliles.
Is gecent weeks, Departmeat atterneys have
gented two autosobiles is Alsbams -~ OBS &
1963 bluwe Chevrelet Impals sad the ethes 3
- s 1964 waite Foré Galaxie. _ ’ : .

Records
Chrone A -
Marshall = - - o— oo
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It has been reported that the 1963
Chevrolet wss used to take Reverend
‘King from Birminghse teo Selma oa October
15. This car had been rented by Keunmetd
¥cIntyre, & Departaent sttorney, but was
being used Dy Thelton Renderson, saother
Justice Department atteraey.

At sbowt S:13 p.m. om Octeber 13, Xr,
Henderson went to the Gastoam kotel te

T C interview Reverend Xing at the specific
- * ‘> dizection eof the Department of Justice.
. ® At that time Dr. King wes ot s meeting *

at the Caston tMotel., When Dg. King came

out of the meeting, Vr, Henderson ssked

to speak to him, Or., King replied thst

be was late snd bksd to go isnediately teo

the New Pilgria Church in Birmingham,
. Nenderson offered to drive him there if
* he couid fnterview him on the way sad :
Or. King agreed. Henderson left the .
Gaston Motel at $:30 p.a. and let De. :
King off at the Mew Pilgsrim Church s¢ — .
3:40 p.m, Hendersom then returned te
the Gastom Yotel. The Chevrolet mever
left Birminghan that might,

We have lemmed that Reverend King was
driven to Selms ia & Chevrolet similss
., to the one rented by the Depsrtaeat eof
Justice, HWHowever, it wes a privately-
owned vehicle snd was not the one used
byks. Readerson, -
*

It has been reported that later on Octodbes
15, Reversad King was drivea from Seima

te Momtgomesry in the 1964 Pord which

8180 wse rented by Kr. MclIntyre. Neg.
Kciatyre rented the Pord ia Noatgosery st
8:141 p.m. on October 13 amd drove te Craig
Alr Ferce Base mear Selms, checking iate
the Base ot 9135 p.a. Thereafter, seither
¥z, Mcintyre mor the Ford left Cralg

Alr Porce Dase that aight, Mg, Meglatyse
does met kmow Reverend King eamd has mever mset
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hia. The Ford semaised evernight ia Selms
snd the fellewiag moraiag Joha Doar, Pirst
. fssistant Attorney Cesersl im charge of
the Civil Rights Division, drove the Pesd

to Tuskegee and thea bdack to Moatgomery,
¥e have been laformed that Reverend King
drove frem Selms to Komtgomery im s
Srivetely-owned Casdillac,

: It*is obvicus from these fects thet meithers
i ;s the Chevrolet aor the Ford, mor say
. ' other caz tented by the Departesest of Justice,-

& wss wsed to traseport Reverend King, The s ff
reports to the contrary are false. 2Any efforts 3
to ascertain the truth wowid have revenled

theses facts., ’

Very truly yours,

Burke Farqdail
Assistant Xttorney Genersi
Civil Rights Divisien




iouonblo Armistesd J. Beléem,

of Congress

_ United States Rouse of Rep:
wm. D.c.
Dear Congressaans

The Attornsy General
letter of October 22,

vehicles reated by the
used to transport Reve

" around Alabams. On the

the following
answer your inquiry.
gheriff Clark ox Gov
facts would have made

statement.

; in the first place,

The reports that au

the Department of
e furnish transporta
Martin Luther King in
a gross mistake or a éelibera
to mislead the people of Alsbams,

NWe are setting forth sll J‘ faéto 20
that there csn be no misunders
although we issued a complets ¢

on Yednseday.

Attorney® for the

in Alabama

October 25, 1963
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. dnterview Reverené King at the specific
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. United States freguently rent sutomokiles,
In recent weeks, Depertment attorneys have
rented two sutomoliles im Alakama -~ One a
1963 klue Chevrolet Impala and the other

. @ 1964 vhite Pord Galaxie,

- e % <

., It has been yeported that the 1963
Chevrolet was used to taka Reverend

King from Birmingham to Selma on October
15. This car ha¢ been renteé by Kennath
McIntyre, & Dapartment attorney, but was
kéing used by Theltcn Henderson, another
Justice Department attorney.

At alout 5:15 p.m. on October 15, Mr.
Henderson went to the Gaston Motel to

c¢irection of the Department of Justice.
At that time Dr. King was at a meeting
at the Gaston Motel., then Dr, King came
out of the mesting, Mr. Handerson asked
to spesk to him, Dr. Xing replied that
he was late and had to go immediately to
the New Pilgrim Church in Birmingham,
Henderson offered to drive him there if
he could interview him on the way and
- Dr. Ki.ng agreed. HNenderson left the
Gaston Motel at 5:30 p.m. and let Dx,
King off at the New Pilgrim Charch at
5:40 p.m, Henderson then returned to
the Gaston Motel. The Chevrolet: never
left Birmingham that night,

Ve have learnsd that Reverend King was
driven to Selma in a Chevrolet similar
to the one rented by the Dspartament of
Justice. Rowever, it was a privately-
" owned vehicle and was not the one used
by Mr., Hendexson.
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It has been reported that later on October
15, Reverend Xing was driven from Selma
to Montgomery in the 1964 Ford which
also was rented by Mr. Mclntyre., Nr,
McIntyre rented the Ford in Montgomery at
: 5:41 psm, OB October 15 and drove to Craig -
e Air Porce Base near Selma, checking into
* e Bage at 9:35 p.m. Thereafter, neither
’ . McIntyre nor the Ford left Cradg - —
Air Force Base that night. Mr. Mclntyre does
not know Reverend King and has never met
him. The Ford remained overnight in Selma
and the following morning John Doar, rFirst
2Assistant Attorney General in charge of
the Civil Rights Division, drove the Ford
to Tuskegee and then back to Montgomerye.
we have been informed that Reverend King

arove from Selma to Montgomery in a
ptivately-Med Cadillac.

1t is obvious from thesc facts that neither

the Chevrolet nor the Ford, nor any other

car rented by the Department of Justice,

was used to transport Reverend King. The
reports to the contrary are false. Any efforts
to ascertain the truth would have revealed
these facts. ’

Very truly yon:u.‘

e —— o o e i o T i - . ’ . — i — - o -

Burke Marshall
Assistant Attornmey General
civil Rights Division

vt
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rable Ca¥lcRlliott

& Member of Congress

‘ UnitequStates Eouse of Representatives ... - ' ¢
Washington 25, D. €.

Dear Congressmans

The Attorney Genexal has asked me to reply to .
your letter of October 21, comcerninjy reports that -
vehicles xented by the Department of Justice were
used to transport Reverend Martin Iuther King, Jr.,

. around Alabama. On the 18th of October we issued

1 _the following statemeat,—I think that it will completely

' " answer your inquiry, Of course, any effort at all dy

Sheriff Clark or Governor Wallace to ascertain the txue

facts would have made these false reports unnecessary
the first Pl.e.o

-

-

The reports that automobiles rented by
the Department of Justice were used ts
furnish trapsportation for Revezrend

* dartin Luther Xing 4ia Alsbama are either
a gross mistake or a deliberate attesmpt
to mislead the pecple of Alabama, -

%e are setting forth all the facts se
that there cen be no misunderstandiag
althoush we issued a complets Semial
on ¥edaesday.

' Attorneys for the Department of Justiocs -
oa daty in Aladema and elsevbhere im the
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United States frequently rent autcmobiles.,
:, 38 Fecent weeks, Department. attorneys have -
* rented two autcmobiles in Alatama - one 8
#4963 Llue Chevrolet Impala ancd the other : )
871964 white Fora Gilaxie, ' . T

- _ :
It has baen reprorted that the 1963 -
Chevzolet was used to take Reverapd T - -

#» King from Birmingham to Selma on October ®* ’_

i5. This car had been ronted by Kenneth ,
Mclntyre, a Departmént attorney, but was — - — —-——_ __
& %eing used by Thelton Henderscn, another - -¥- -

@, Justige Derartment attorney.

At about 5115 p.m. on October 15, Nr,

Henderson went to the Gastun Motel to

intorview Reverend King at the specitic

Ciraction of the Department of Justice,

At that time Ir. King was at a mee

at the Gaston Motel. When Dr, King came -

" out of the meeting, Mr, Benderson ssked
to speak to him. Dr. King replied that
he was late and had to go immediately to
the Nev Pilgrim Church in Birmingham,

* « Henderscn offered to drive him there if

B he coul¢ interview him on the way and

Dr. King agreec¢. Henderson left the

i Gaeton Motel at 5:3C p.m. and et Dr.

‘ King off at the Mav Pilgrim Church at
514C p.m, Henderson then returned to - 4
the Gaston Motél. The Chevrolet mever

. left Birmingham that night. ..

¥Ne have learned that Reverend King was
€riven to Selma in s Chevrolet similar == -
to the ocne rented by the Department of
Justice, Bowever, it was a privately-
mv.hi«:l.anﬂn-mﬂuouu.a
by Xr, Bendersoa. '

9
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McIntyre rented the

Ai{r Force Base neax

Arove from Selma to

other car renteé by

. these fects.

3t has been reported that later on October

15, Reverend King was ériven from Selms

to Montgomery in the 1964 Pord which ZOUR
slso was Trented by MNr. MNclatyrs., MNMr. hea

the Base at 9:35 p.R. Thereafter, neither

Asgistant 7ttorney General in charge of

the Civil Righte Division, drove the Foxd - £
to Tuskeged and then back to Montgomexry. ) _ o
We have lLeen informed that Reverend King

privetely-owned Cadcillac,

- 1t is obvious from these facts that ndthexr
_the Chevrolet nor the Ford, nor aay

-3= _ | 1 "

Ford in Montgomery at -

£:41 p.m. on October 15 and drove to Craig

Selma, checking into

L sr” Mcintyre nor the Ford left Craig -
;.;'" U Adr Ferge Base that mighte Mz, -#cintyre Goes -
& pot know Reverend King and hasmever met ..~ .. . - L
« ghin. The Ford remained overnight in Eelma -
"and the following morning John Doar, First &

Montgomery in 8

the Department of Justice,

was used to transport Reverend King. The
reports to the contrary are false. Any efforts
to ascertain the truth would have revealed

Very truly yours, : =

. #
Buxke Marshall

Assistant Attorney General
civil® Rights Division T T



*

&+ SEPARTIRNTAL ATPOMEEY

Petezal Buresm ¢of Imvestigatiea - l . )

Surke Narshall ‘ «IDs
Assistaat Attorasy Gemsrel Sy tow
Civil Rights Eiviaios
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Th:is i® with respect to ' zenczandun Gsted * £

Octoler 21 desiimg with Theltos Bagenc Hencersch, 3
Accoréing to the mescrantum thre Blmiagham cfilew

of the FBI bas zeccived imfcrmatiom regardiag the activie

tice ol cae “Felton Besdersca®. e imformetica wiich

bas Leen recaived iz as followas

(1) Benderscm is imvolved remamticaliy with @
Wviite woan and inteaés to marry hex.

£2) Senderscn spd tis vhits womia were ia 3
Segrc might -cluk in Birzizchas ca Septesbes 1§
and Neaderscn was isvalved in @ txsces with

ancther Begro ssle that aight over the whits

(3) Sensezscn bas msle resazks to the stfest O
e that the FEI has tc carry ot 8ay criers givea
mmm.mtmmmuwu

mwmoz'mmuuamn
mewmucnmm.
mummumcwxammmm
Mmummlo’alnlmmaiu’n

:
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Bome of tiis safcrmat.cm has any suketancs.

Specifically Semcers<a las 8¢ gcoantic imvc ivemest
it Trazess Wotlisys. Se Lss met hei three tines. twice
at sestiaps of cul itoe=age SLUTERts of el zecus at 7
tre Thirgsod Curek.. The purjpose ct ©his grewp ©f young
?pcph wes tg shieaver Lo set ap ccumunicatioss e twvoel
;. F toe xeces &t Sat level. Bencereca vas invited t& 8% - 3
¢ Temi gévera}l seelisyd tc Ciscuss the reapcnsit ility of . .
tka actrent ©f Jusiice 9 the entcroament of S
Pedasa: civil righis lews. Naloul tem pecyis were 1T ® _ E
voived., The while FRTHCRE wels ,Eipcipaily Tem
Birxiaghan Ecutlacsm o A.elama Souvtherh. e Segresd S
wess [roa Males Colleys. Tiey beve tecn moetling caee 3
ek weex {rT @ couple €f scatis. ik those asstings they S
uywaocxam;uqmccuuwxu«nmu
S CAC T caaesIegRtion,

e third tiee tiat Besieraca mel NHiss Whetley s
afies wee of tbe meelings ci tia interzscisi grceyp 88
tre resiasrant in the Sastom Kuotel. Bencerson ves ia 8 o
grony of pecrle Which imcloled Nise wtacley. Be was
act with ber, Henccrsca does sct kbcw ohethex Niss whatley .

 wogxs for $CIL., Fos yowl intcraation there was "
- article adcub »ez in 382 Rogas ins several isswes 890.

Senierson has caly taelt B &8 Bight clek omce Suring
* the echtls te .Jar spent in firnincten. Tt wab sevezal
" moRths 8Ge wlLe® he west witk Sccaaf AnekeX.

Sopvexter 13 vas (he Say cf tho ctozch Lealing I8
Birsiaghas. Ga that cay BEeadeisch szrived st tbe .
Birningham ALX Baticaal Ouacgd airtield via ailitesy
sixplane At 6118 p.n. C5T. slong vith Busks siazshell.
Soe Dolsa snd John Solas, Tey ware iamelistely takes
te FBI headquasters shere they vele triefsd oa the site-
atich hummbymuyntmmmmﬁ,
of the Departusat of Justice. :




Dievw. vhare 8 sebing ol regIC
e ke d-as Scom & Rartism luthes
Tkl arcives. Eeniessce ver criven to the BIew gesis
o demes 7 tio PES egents 12 38 FBI cac. Se arrivet &t

‘ y 8397 Fole Bende recs

W Nrey redllenue: &t apsTorinate .
icrmce until e ealled ",

Kimg @B Pred Shotilew=

venliinec at the Drev Tes

sarstall SRS lmiceeeld Linm crei Sevesens Ring and Ul g
ciler je-ple 6t the Lrev Tume wistel tu speak &0

- jorecesily. AL BprLokimbte’ Y 18¢
ane . Iiea arrived at &
calked with che pecpis lere eatil
wmg. M. Bondersce was preseat Sur.ng (33
the necting wes tor=inetec. Mr. Earstall M¥r. Dolal ot
nr. Hehiersol returmed tG 26 *512." Juiléing ezt beY
ali stayed The reszinser € the night. .

Kemiersce tues Mot Xeosil VeI saying Lo snyche Ay
the FBI. Be ras a0t

thing eicwt ris relat.cehehlip vkl
reec that ke €iCG sey. Bore

said vhet youi BesCIBnNES £CIC
ever it 18 truc that tre Begrc ccoxenity in Birninghas
“.  jelieves Qlat Benielsch cal CcIxanicRte wiith the FEI and cam
rake reguosts of 4= Puresu to iRvestigets prciakle vicle=
tions oi Feoexal lave Bc specific insiasce® pave beel
. reorted te ke whese Benlersd nas excecced Lis suchority.
. ar have I received s iti0g L coaplinentary statenents
alcut Eencessch Lrin ERY gUTCITbeRt CY state oilicisl B~
cluding agents of the T8I, ¢

= With sesject tc Lhe Ccteer 22 incident. this ves Cas
i ial meetimgt tkat
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sopped up 8 Sirsiaien all of & ewiien. Bepiarsca doss

pct kmow aagthiny ekout i excezt tlat 1t is reported
tlet re bad Jecn tc Culs. Waead Sirsk spche be taiked
cf the importance cf taviar the sypcTt Of the local
scvepbyer and suggestsd @ Toycctt 0! 30 lccal Dewe~

ez, &% tre cicoe Of the zesetimg Hencassch saia that

it seeped to-Lim that the gIoey 126 toucted all the -
1aced wnd sl ade, scoe gocd suggestions. Se ssid that
Le Pought the discussica akcui the (TRl DewSFaper W8S

very gocd aBd aaid there scemed Lo Le & iacx of letteysd

te tre eaituzs givimg the MegIo sice ¢! the iseves., Be

cited two coumuUnilicss shere & tilesal mewipayes Las leea
reliptul. The two cosmunities were Crecenville. Kississippi
apd Atientd Geurgia, Be atd nct say anythimg alcst amy

boycotts
- &

et iccney Genesal ——
Deputy Astcriey General
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- Honorable Mortimer Caplan
Commiagioner 4 - ‘.
Internal Revenue Service =< .

Washington, D. €.

Daaxr Mr. Conmissioners
\ B
¥We have a proceeding in the Southernm - -
District of Alabama under §1971(b) of Title 42
in which intimidation of voter registration
workers is charged against, among others, the

Dallas County Citizens' Council. If this
organization has spplied for or obtained an .
exemption ruling, I would appreciate having access
to the file in connection with the preparation of
~N -

the case.
Very truly yours,
e e e e e e e e — - e . e e ra — e e
BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
»
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Honorable John Sperkmam = . |
United States Semate ‘ .
Washingten, D. €& = R

JDear Senators ) .

The Attorney Genersl has asked me to
reply to your telegram regarding the proposed visit
of the Dallas County grand jury to Washington. 7he
wvisit has now been postponed. . .

I am enclosing copies of the exchange

. of telegrams I have had with officials of Dallas -
County and the grand jury on this matter. I believe
they are self-explanstory. We are snxiocus to have
access to all informztion in the possession of
mezbers Of the grand jury relating to the very serious
charges mads against unnsmed Department officials, and
to cooperate with them ascitigens. If the charges are
warranted by the facts, the Department will take
whatever action is approficiate.

I appreciate your interest in this matter.
Vexry truly yours,

.
-~

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

~
.
-
~ 4
- 4
~
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The recent trip of M. L . King Jr. komun(tge'lmainndu
rented by Justice has aftracted much publicity. There bas been A
speculation that a violation of Fed. Statutes may have occurdd with : T
respect to the unauthorized§use of the vehicle, or in connection with ' o
statements resulting in initial denials by the Dept. that the vehicle bad
been used for this purpose. '

In view of the great pub. interest in thi s matter, some members of -

. the Grand Jury have inquired whether or not a &x Fed. qu Jury -
v should investigate posaible Fed. law violations.
¢ The Dept. of Justice has assured the court that all aspects of thisJmm tter
. have been, or are being, investigated; that it does not presently believe

there i#%videntce of Fed. criminal violations; and that it is happy to =~ *

provide the Grand Jury with all of the facts and efidence in its possession

surrounding this incident whether or not any violation of law may have

&

~ I believe it would be inthe publ. interest to present these facts and
all revelent testimony to the Gragqd Jury as the first order of bus. at its
next session. This will be done. Shullr

Statement for Judge Algood -- the next session of G. Jury is Feb, 10 —
1f he approves , you will try it on fJudge

Macon Weaver

Birgham, °




———— e v w e

X Ny e s
o s
. IR ) .
- v . o :
; R AP - e Ll
N
-
- -
. -
o -
- “o -
- * -

l&uﬂl\G"‘Oli P D.Co

D e S it - Ny e e
- ‘ -
' November 14, 1963 e o
STRAICET VIRE" . x5 = . . oo e . - _ '

EOR. JAMZS EMRE : - . .
JULGE, FOURTR JUDICIAL CIRCUIP = o s om0 o
LILLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE ’ .
SELMA, ALLRENA : ’\

AS YCU KuCW, mmwmmmnm

EUT 70 COSTINUE TO MAINTAIN AND DEFZXD 1030 ESTABLISHED
L=CAL PRINCIPLES THAT STATE AND LOCAL IEVESTIGATIVE
AGENCIES DO NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO INQUIRE INTO THE & .
OFFICIAL CCNLUCT OZ THE BUSINESS OF AGEECIES OF THE

FECZRAL GOVISRITAENT.

EO COUNTY GRAND JURY IS AN APPROPRIATE FORUHM IN WHICH

‘1O IXVESTIGATE THZ COMDUCT OF BUSINESS OF ANY FPEDZRAL
AGIZICY, ANY MORE THAN A FEDZRAL GRAZD JUKY WOULD B8
APPROPRIATE TO INVESTIGATE THE OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF

smnowzmnmmmsmwumw (\/

FEDERAL IAW VAS INVOLVED,

-

‘2818 PRII!CIPI‘B mvox.vxs mmmd M

LURKE MARSIALL, Mst. Atty, Gen, T 31/34/63 1145
Civil Rights Divisiom - 2153 4 :
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L m axy PARTICULAR EFISODZ. THE MATTER OF CONSTITUTIONAL

- MISINTORLATION AND WAS,

7O MAKE AVAILABLE TO A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DALLAS

s

t !

e,
4.

RELATICNSE wHICH "UJ- mx: AND GCTS BEYCND THE ISSUES

L\'CIPLa 25 ~.s NG BEEN REAFFIRMED BY THE U.S. counr or

ATPEALS FCR THE nr'm CIRCUIT.

3OV'EVER, 1 DO NOT ¥isH TO CONCEAL FROM THE DALMS covm

GRAMND JURY CR ANYONE ELSE THE FACTS CONCERNING THE UN-
AUTHCTIZED TRANSPCRTATION OF REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.. L AR AUTCHOGILE RENTED BY AN EMPLOYEE OF THE am
RIGHTS DIVISION, PARTICULARLY sINCE THE DEPARTMENT'S FIRST
PUBLIC STATEMENT AZOUT THIS INCIDENT WAS BASED IN PART on
THEREFCRE, ERRONEOUS.

ALTHCUGH THE anAn'msm‘ oF msrxéx: HAS ALREADY MADE A -

FULL PUBLIC STATEMENT CORRECTING THE ERROR, 1AM WILLING. -

CCUNTY GRAND JURY ALL BMP!.DYES OF THB CIVIL mu'rs

DIVISICN Wl"O REAVE KNOWLEDGB O" -mr. fACTS SUCH wwmm . f

I'Q“\"
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rovmpshmnmnmnmaamm -
QUECTIONTNGEY THE GRAND JUKY"S REPRESEWTATIVE BEFORE A -
EOTARY PUBLIC AND ‘mmmxons asoR0 ANY FACTE A
IN THEIR POSSESSION CONCERNING THE TRANS o |
REVZREND KING I AXY VEHICLES RENTED BY THE DE )

* o ' ' |

.
e
.
'
7
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LZPARTENT OF JUSTICRE o
‘l‘.'-a:-'hin:;tm. De Co ’ '
STEAISHT YIRE )
™
- . O YEg

MR, NEZTRT D. WILXINSON

FORTILMI Cf THT GRAND JURY OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF DALLAS COUNTY

C/0 TIZ CIURTHOUSE

SELA, ALATAMA

I V2 TODAY SENT T¥E FOULLOWING TELEGRAM 70 BLAXCHARD

FclEQD,

TEIS WILL KCPLY TO YOUR TZLEGRAM IN KESPONST 7O MY T
. TELLGRM! OF LOVENDER 14TH TO JUDGE HARE, IN ur TELEGRAN |
I PLOPCSED A MITHOD OF GIVING DIRECTLY TO A REPRESENTATIVE
OF THT GRAXD JURY THE FACTS CONCERNING THE UNAUTHORIZED
USE 3Y HARTIN LUnER KING, JR., OF AN AUTQMOBILE RENTED

| BY AN ENPLOYEE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISICN, ALTHOUGH
THZSS PACTS HAVE ECIR MAIG PUBLIC BY THE DEPARTMCNT. YOUR

TELZGRAN KOUY STATES THAT THE GRAND JURY IS NO LONGER

INTERCSSTED IN THAT IXCIDENT, IF THE GRAID JURY CHANGES .
ITS MIRD QN TEIS MATTSR, I AM STILL WILLING TO FOLLOW ’

TES PROCEDURE SET FORTH IN MY TELEGRAM 70 JUDGE EHARE. .

BURRE MARSHALYL ‘ - 11/20/ 63
ASSISTALT ATTORNTY GEKERAL . . :
CIVIL RIGNTS DIVISIG® . L - .6

R St i
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Yoo -""c;. sy 23D A SIMILAR CUC FRCH RCSCRT WILKIESCH
IONE EXTUTVELY GRAVS CBARGES AGAINST RIPLOYZES cF THIS
IVISICY, LiCLYDIEG CCNCZALING DOPZ ADDICTS, CCHSORTIEG
VITH S5 PCRVERTS, COSTRIBUTING 7O THE DELINCURNCY OF
¥IZORS, PND FOIZRTING INSURRCCTICS. I7 IS HARD 70 BE~
LIz rmbsgmsmmammm»nsmmsoms.
DATZS, onmammmmmmamms. AS YOU KHOW,
1 LSEDIATILY REGUESTED T2Z PECERAL BUREAU OF ISVESTIGA-
TIC TO D:T'JI'JZ.!E YEAT FACTUAL BASIS YOU EAVE FOR MAKIRG
| o=ss QuARGES. I AX INPORMED TEAT YOU AuD MR. WILKINSCE
'PIVZ REFUSED TO FURNISH ANY INPORMATICH' TO THE BUREAD

C3 T=2 EATIER.

I VISt OF TS DXTREMELY GRAVE NATURE OF THS ms.
I CCOTINUS 70 BILIEVE TEAT WEATZVER WMTIW YoU HIVR
7O SUDSTANTIATZS THCM SHCULD BE MADS AVAILABLE AS §008

asmsmmsomummammn.mmammm

m @230?1!1&13 ACTICH ‘1? TEE FACTS SUPPORT THE CHARGES,




PAGE 3.
CR € TIT OTITR KAYD, TEE LAVYERS OF THIS DIVISION WIIL
Ko7 EE SUDJZCITD 70 PUBLIC ABUSE IF THURE ARE KO PACTS T0

SUDTCRT TIE @GEARGES,

:I¢ IT IS STILL TUE INTSHTICH OF THZ GRAND JURY TO COME TO
GASHINGICH, I YILL ES GLAD TO MEET WITH TEZM IN KY GFFICE
70 LEANG WHATEVER FACTS YOU R ANY MMBLR OF THE JURY BAS
CCHCOAIING TEDST CEARGES. I DO NOT MYSELF PRCSENTLY BAVE
AUY PACTS TEAT IR ANY VAY SUPPOST ANY OF THE CHADGES
MADE IN YOUR TCLEGRAM AS TO ANY LAKYER IN THIS DIVISICR °.

OR AIICE CLSZ IN TEE DZPARTMIEN?T, .

MR, VILKIVSCU®S ZCLLEGRAM MISSTATZS THE OFFER MADE IN

EY TELEGRAN 70 JUDCE EARE, 80 THAT THERE BE KO MISUNDER-

STANDING ABCUT THAT, I AM SIHDING HIM A DUPLICATZ OF THIS
TELZGRAY AlD THZ FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS FROM MY TELEGRAN

%0 JUCGEZ HARES

KO COUNTY GRAND JURY IS AN APPROPRIATE FORUM IN WHICH 1O

]
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INVLSTIGNTS TES CONSUCT OF BUSIRESS QF ALY PEDERAL AGENCY,
LSY KSRE THAG A FZOTRAL GRAED JURY WOULD BE APPRCPRIATE
70 INVISTYCATS TEE OFFICIAL COGDUCT OF STATE OPFICIALS IN-
TRIIR BUSINZSS WHERE KO VIOLATION OF FECERAL LAW WAS

INVOLVED,.

TIIS PRINCIPLE INVOLVES MAINTAINIEG FEDCRAL-STATE
ELATIOHSHIPS WHICA WILL ENDURE AND GOCS BEYCND THE ISSUES
IN ANY PARTICULAR EPISGOE. THE MATTER GF COUSTITUTIONAL
PRINCIPLE BAS KO LEECK RCAFFIRMED BY THE U.S. COURT OF

APPEALS FOR THE PIFTH CIRCUIZ,

BGZTVER, I DO XCT WISH 20 CONCEAL FRQM THZ DALLAS COUNTY
GRAND JURY OR ANYQNE ELSE TdE FACTS CQUCERNING THE
USRAUTHORICED TRANEPORTATICN O REVERTND MARTIN LUTHER

KIRG, JR., mmww.oam REETED BY AN EMPLOYEE OF THB

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISICE, PARTICULARLY SINCE THE DEPARTMENT®S

FIRST PUDLIC STATZMINT ABOUT THIS INCIDENT WAS BASED IR °

PART C MISDUFORMATION ARD WAS, THEREFORE, ERROKECUS,




PacEs. - -

] ~
ALTHCUSH THS TUPARTINT CF JUSTICE HAS ALREADY FAXE A
FULL PUSLIC STATDMEST CORRECTING 7IE _aaxioa. X AN WILLING
20 123 AVAILMSLE TO A CEPRESEETATIVE OF THT DALLAS COUSTY
GRAND JULY ALL DHPLOYECS CF THE CIVIL RIGETS DIVISICH
V10 EAVE INGVLEDGE OF TIE PACTS. SUCH EMPLOYEES WOULD BE
AVAILILLT IN TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMDIA FOR CUESTIONIRG
DY TiZ GRAND JURY'S REPSCSENTATIVE BEFORE A NOTARY
PUSLIC 25D HCULD AUSWER CUCSTICHS AS TO ANY PACTS IN
TISIR POSSESSION CONCCRWING TEZ TRANSPCRTATION OF
' REVERCED KING IN ANY VEEICLES RENTED BY THE DCPARDMINT OF

-

- JUETICE,

CONFIRMATION OF DELIVERY REQUESTED

-




LEDRATIELT CF JUSTICE " hand deliverd to Telegraph

TACEINSTRI, D. Co - office 11/22/63, 11:40 a.m.
STIGIT VIS _ RECUZST COHPIRNATIONOF DCLIVLRY

1. RCSERT De WILKINSOW
FORLNAL OF TID CRAND JURY OF THR . '
C3IRCUIT CCULT CF DALLAS COUNTY L
C/0 TIZ COURTLOUSE :
£ELA, ALIINA

TNIS WILL KEPLY TO YOUR TELEGRAMS OF THIS DATR TO
SPr ATTORTY CSMERAL AND MYSELF. YN ACCORDANCE WITH MY
PREVIOUS TELEGRAYS, I WILL BE AVAILABLE MOSDAY HORNING TO
IZET LITH ROPRSSENTATIVES OF TES GRAND JURY.

TIZ GRAND JURY IS, OF COURSE, WITHOUT AWY LEGITI-

HMATT STANDING IN Ti DISTRICT OF COLIMBIA, AXD HAS KO
AUTDOZITY AS A GRAXD JURY TO INCUIRE INTO OFFICIAL CONDUCT
DY CIPARTINT OF JUSTICEZ EMPLOYECS CF THEIR DUTIES. THIS

" EAS ECZN PUT TO TGD CCURTS AND LSCID:ED., AS I HAVE PREVIOUSLY
STATED, HO COUNTY GRAND JURY IS AN APPROPRIATE FOXIDM

FOR £UCH AU INVESTIGATICH ANY HOXE THAN A FEOCRAL GRAND

JURY COULD PROPERLY INQUIRE INTO TEE OFFICIAL CONIUCT OF

A STATE OFFICIAL OR LOCAL GOVERMENT WHERE KO VIOLATICN

OF FEOSRAL LAV VAS INVOLVED. OBVICUSLY, THERSPORE, .
EO LZPARTIZNT OF JUSTICE OFFICIAL CCULD APPEAR BEFORE "
THE GRAND JURY CUOTE AS A WITNESS UNQUOTE: -

*

1 of 4 pages

-
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BURKE MARSEALL, ASS"T ATT'EY GEN'L 11/22/63 = 11:35 a.m.
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CITICIAL DUTIZS RICUIRE THE PITSINCE OF ITPARTENT OF
SUSTICE LAYZRS TN DALLAS COUNTY. AS YOU KiCH, WE EAVE AR
C2LIGATION TO EXFORCE STATUTES SSLATIZG TO VORING RIGETS
wmIcH Ve S5m EMACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATSS AND EOWS DECY CBLIGED TO FILS THIEE COUPLAINTS
RELATING TO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST EIGRO APPLICANTS TO
VOTE ASD TO LITIMILATION OF RCGISTRATICH WORKERS, TE
COULTS HAVE FOURD FLAGRANT DISCRINIFATION AGAINST EEGRO
ZPPLICANTS IN TED PAST. A FEOERAL COURT IGJUNCTION I8
£G4 OUTSTANSING AGATUST THE PRESIHT BOARD WHICH ¥E EAVE A
RUSPONSIBILITY TO ENFORCE. THT OTHER MATIERS ARS PULOXEG
pa comu'.' |
IF YOU VISH, I AN CONFIDENT THAT THZ ATTORNEY

GENTRAL VILL HAXS TS TO DISCUSS TEESSE MATTERS WITH TOU

ALEO IN KIS OFFICS, AND I WILL DE AVAILABLE IN MY OFFICE .

FOR AS MUCH OF TEE DAY AS POSSIBLE.
I GOULD APPRECIATE AN EARLY RESPCHISE SO THAT I |
CAR ARRALGE Y SCHEDULG. IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY MISUNIER-

a3

cel N «




STANDING OF TIE SITUATICH BY ANY MEMSSR OF TEZ GRAND

JURY CCNTTIPLATING A TRIP TO WASHIRGTON, I AN SENDIRG

EACH OF TAR A COPY OF THIS TELEGRAM. - . 3

¢
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CIYIL KIGHTS DIVISION DEPT OF JUSTICE WASH DC ' 353

© 1T Ay JEVER EEEN THE PURPCSE OF THE GRAND JURY OF 3 DALLAS COUETY .. .

. T ONMUIRE 13T0 THE OFFICIAL CODUCT OF AGEHTS CF THE FEDERAL | *‘#g;z-" B
COVER.IENT. 1T 1S fOT CORCERNED \METHER THE FEDERAL COVERWZENT . -
I3 GZ1URGED FOR AW AUTOLORILE TRIP OR HOT; ZUT THE PALLAS S

' A JURY 1S VTERESTED 1N INGUIRING 1HTO TE 1 15CEETUET I 3
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(7 ATZNTS OF THE DEPARTUENT OF JUSTICE IURIRG SOEH TIVE AS ¥
-~ ' | ‘ ’ ‘ ' : ‘ "
TWEY YERE. 17 DALLAS COUHTY. o 73-3-5 '
ve =pARTINT OF JUSTICE KAS SPECIFICALLY || DEPARTWENT-OF JUSTICE

THg IaPiavivaeis

TAE CHETIFE OF TALLAS COURTY HAS UATE 10 ZFFORT Tcj2lizNOV-18 1963E.E -
. R

TOT TIUT AN THAT ME 4pS TADE FALSE REPOTTS. A CHLTT RECIROS-BRANCH | D 3 S
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EATAL THE LLIITS OF lli‘.’EST!GATlul-! OF THE CPA.D JL’T!‘-.’. A PEI‘?ACT!OF‘ . s

e o

THE T

[£1]

A Y .,

P R S B
———— TN —..‘v'h_-vf

L oee

el S e
[ T



~ - UNITED

snumtscxnmxxtzsr _ - nﬁ(zumuaﬁ'orjvsnmz

Memorandum

TO :

SUBJECT:

File # 72-3-51 o | patz: 11/22/63

[ ¢

L. Stores

Secretary to Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisiom

The attached telegram was called to the local Western
Union office, for sending to Honorable Blanchard
MilLeod, Circuit Solicitor, Fourth Judicial District
of Alabama, c¢/o County Courthouse, Selma, Alabama,

at approximately 3:50 p.m. EST 11/22/63. Confirma=-
tion of delivery of this telegram was requested of
Western Uniomn. , :

TEXT

AS CIRCUIT SOLICITOR FOR THE FOURTH JUDICIAL

DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, I AM SENDING YOU A COPY OF THE
FOLLOWING TELEGRAM, WHICH I HAVE TODAY SENT TO ROBERT

D. WILKINSON, FOREMAN OF THE GRAND JURY OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF DALLAS COUNTY, IN CARE OF THE COURTHOUSE, SELMA,
ALABAMA:

[continue with attached text])




IR -
IEPLATITUT CF JUSTICR hand deliverd to Telegraph

LACEINSTCN, De Co  office 11/22/63, 11:40 a.m.

STRICIT VWIS _ RoCUIST CONPIRMATIONOF DCLIVERY
IR, RCTZRT D. VILKIRSCHU
FORLIAL OF TED GRAID JURY OF THE - :
CIRCUIT CCURT CP LALLAS COWMTY e
C/0 TI= COURTEGUSE - '
£EL'M, ALDIDIMA
THIS WILL REPLY PO YOUR TELEGRAMS OF THIS DATZ TO
TEC ATICRITY GSMERAL AND KYSELF. IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY
PIZVIOUS TELZGRAYS, I WILL BE AVAILABLE NMOXDAY HORNING TO
FIET GITH ROPROSENTATIVES OF TEE GRAWD JURY.
TIE GRAND JURY IS, OF COURSS, WITHOUT AWY LEGITI-
MATZ STANDING IN T DISTRICT OF COLINBIA, AND EAS KO

AUTDORITY AS A GRPND JURY TO INQUIRE INTO OFFICIAL CONDUCT

DY DLPART.ENT OF JUSTICZ EMPLOYERS CF THEIR DUTIES. THIS

" HAS PCEY PUT TO TGEL CCURTS AND DSCID:ID. AS I HAVEC PREVIOUSLY
STATED, KO COUNTY GRAND JURY IS AN APPROPRIATE FOXIDM

FOR £0CH Al INVESTIGATICH ANY HOXE THAN A FSOERAL GRAND

JURY COULD PROPERLY INQUIRE INTO TEE CFFICIAL CONIUCT OF

A STATE OFFICIAL OR LOCAL GOVERRMCNT WHERE KO VIOLATION

OF FEOIRAL LAY TAS INVOLVED. CBVICUSLY, THEREPORE,
EO CESPARTISNT OF JUSTICE OFFICIAL COULD APPEAR BEFORE '
THE GRAND JURY CUOTE AS A WITNESS UNQUOTE: - .

-+

1 of 4 pages
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BURKE MARSEALL, ASS*T ATT'NY GEN'L 11/22/63 = 11135 a.m.




AS I PICVICUSLY STATED, I AM RILLING TO HAKE

AVAILADLE TO A Tmpmmms'm 02 RCPZESINTATIVES OF THE
GAND JURY, AT THT DZPARTEST OF JUSTICT AND BIFORE A
FOTARY PUELIC, ANY LAKYCR IN TAIS DIVISICH WHO HAS PER-
SCIAL CGIIEDAE CF TEE FACTS CONCSRNING THE UNAUTGORIZED
UST BY Dx. KING CF AY AUTC:ODILE KGNTED BY A CEPARTMINT .
€F JUSTICE E!PLOYEE, EVU THOUGH TREY ARE ECW ALL A |
YATTZR OF PUSLIC KIGISDES. OF THT PEOPLE BAMED IN YOUR
mmmz. TEELTCY EERDZRSGY IS KO LCUGER IN THE DEPARTVENT
XD CILY J0=7 DOAR 25D I LAVE DIRECT KNGHLEDGE P WHAT
EAPPEED. HR. GUTIMAN, WHO IS KOT A LAVYER IN THIS '
DIVISICE, EUT VAS SPOKCSMAN POR THZ CSPARTHENT, WILL ALSO
 “EE GLAD TO MEET WITH ASY RCPRSSINTATIVES. |

IN ADDITICY, X WILL BE GLAD 70 GIV: AR OPPORTUNITY

TO YGU OR ANY OR ALL MIEZRS CP THC GRAND JURY TO CG=
PLAIN TO TET [TPARTIENT AS CITIZENS ABCUT ANY COUDUCT

O?MO?ITSE&IPM’EBSVEIGYWMISWG- I A

&LSOAMOUSTOECPMI’OMO?YWASCITIZZNSW




CFICIAL DUTISS ROCUINE THE PRSSINCE OF ITPARTIENT OF
SUSTICE LAITYSRS IN DALLAS COUUTY. AS YOU KiCOS, L= EAVE AN

C2LIGATION TO EXFORCE STATUTCSS RELATIEG TO VOTING RIGETS

LHICH EAVE BEZN ENACTCD BY THE CONGRESSS OF THE UBITED

SPBAT

STATES AND EAVE DEEN OBLIGTD TO FILE THIEE CCIPLAINTS
RELATING TO DISCRIAINATION AGAINST NTGRO APPLICANTS TO
VOTE AND TO LITIMIDATION OF RCGISTRATICH WORKERS, TIE
COUXTS HAVE FOUND FLAGRAST DISCRIMINATION AGATNST KEGRO
APPLICANTS IN TET PAST. A FEOTRAL COURT INJUNCTION IS
EG{ OUTSTANDING AGAIIIST THE PRESTIT BOARD WHICH WE HAVE A
RESPONSIBILITY TO ENFORCE. THS OTHSR MATTERS ARS PCUDING
IN CODRT. |

IF YOU WISH, T AN COUFIDENT THAT TEZ ATTORNEY
GENERAL VILL HAXE TIXE 7O DISCUSS TEESE HATIZRS WITH YOU
ALSO IN EIS OFFICE, AND T WILL DE AVAILABLE IN MY OFFICE _ __  _
FOR AS MUCH OF TEE DAY AS POSSIBLE.

I WOULD APPRECIATE AN EARLY RSSPOXSE SO THAT X

CAR ARRAKGS MY SCSDULE. IN ORIER TO AVOID ANY MISUNIER-

a3
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STANDING OF TIE SITUATICH BY AXY MEIESR OF TEE GRAND

JURY CCETTIPLATING A TRIP TO WASHINGCTON, I Al S2DING

EACH OF THRHM A COPY OF THIS TRLEGRAM. . : -
v
N i ’ "’
| T T . &
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- " Bonorable David W. Crosslasd
Solicivor . ' : .

rifteenth Judicial Circuit of Alabama . _ .
County Courthouse . ‘ :
Montgomery 4, Alabama

Dear Mr, Crosslands |

_ On Hovember 4 I wrots to Mr, Thetford enclosing
Mcopy of a statement relating to certain charges
concerning the use of automobiles remted by Department
_of Justice lawyexrs. The statement set forth vhat I
then believed to be the facts om the matter.

Last night it was discovered that the statsment
was inaccurate in part. We took stsps {mmediately to
make public our erxor,

rotyouutomtm.xm.,.motﬂn :
statement made by the Depaxtment to clear up the mattsr
entirely. As the statement notes, ths Department regrets
that its previous statement was based in part on mis-
information and was accordingly in part exxomecas.

;s o Civil Rights Divisiom~  °

egs Nomoxable Dea Eardemsa
: Mud States Attorney




AIR MAIL-SPECIAL DELIVEKX

Honorable ¥illism 7. Thetfoxd
solicitor - ) g .
rigtmth Judicial Circuit of Alabama
County Court Bouse S
Xontgomery 4, Alabemm '

Leur Mr. Thetfordés

Mz, Hardeman has forvarded to me your letter of
October 22, im which you state that you are submitting
evidsnce to the November Grand Jury *ag g matter of
public interest® relating to charges concerning the
use of automobiles rentel by Department of Justioce
lavyesrs. '

Your letter ‘.utu that no vioi';don of stats
h\y is involved.

.- In view of this fact, I A:o no point in furnish-
ing witnesses to testify ia a ecret proceeding oa a
matter admittedly beyond the scope of the Grand Jury's
legitimate inquiry. The facts on this matter have beea
given to the public through a statemsat issued by the
Department on Ogctober 18, 1963, - :

For your intomubax enclose 8 copy of tbo state~
asnt, e . '

Very .txily yours,
Eaclosure

' ecs Bon. Ben Eardemsn

BURKE MARSEALL
Assistaat Attorney Gemsral
civu_ Rights ums:-

. . . - B . - P

U, 8. Attornsy
Montgomery, Als.

P e L B

iy .




A )

Reports were published in Alabama last -onth that auto-
mobiles rented by the Department of Justice were used to
transport Reverend lhrtin Luther King fron Birmingham to
Selma on the evex/ting ot October 15.

 “The Deparf:ment of Justice issued a statement on October 18,
asserting th_at no nutoqobile- rented by the Department of
Justice had been used “to drive i!everend King either from
Birmihg‘hn to Selma or from Selma to Montgomery.

No car tented by the Department was used to drive Reverend

King from Selma to Montgomery. However, a car rented by the

Department and being used by a Department lawyer Qa- loaned to

a private citizen who subsequently drove Reverend King from

Bi.mingham to Selma on October 15.

During that time, the attorney, ’melton Henderson, remained
in Biminghm. Neverthelesl, the use of the ca: for unofficial
bueine” was contrary to Department of Justice regulations. It
was also contrary to a statement which Mr. Henderson originally
gave to the Department of Justige. Mr. Henderson came forward

last night and voluntarily gave a correct account of what

occurred. He has submitted his resignation to the Department

and it has been accepted. ‘ - ,

b i ,,{ i



'nu Departnent regrett very much that its earlier statement

as to t.he use of a car rent.ed by the Department in conneet:lon
with Reverend xing'o g;ra.nsportation from Biminghan to Selma was
& - -
hued on uisinfomation and, therefore, erronecus.
.
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Justice attomey, Thelton Henderson, wvho bad rented the ear romained ia
. | S . Iz“- .
Bruinghen. Hr. Eendarson has sulmitted his resignation and it has -

been accepted. -

The statesent was issued in yesponse to published reports s

Alabous that cars remted by the Department of Justlce hed bees used to .

wmmmwumumme

October 15 and later that aight from Selaa to Montgomsry. S0 vehicle
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINCTON, B.C. 203530
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o ui. Jerome C. Adles

! Attorney At Lavw

| ' P. O. Box 309 . -
_— South Pittedurg, Tema. '

Dear Nr, Abless ¢ o ,iT”

This will acknowledge receipt of your recest
communication to the Attorney General concerning o
reports that vehicles leased by the Depaztaent of S
Justice were used te tzanspozt Reverend Martias ’ 3
i Luther King, Jr., arouad Alsdanms,

As we have said 1a a statement issued on the v . o
18th of October, neither the automobiles mentioned - . =
ia the report, nor eny ether car rented by the- L
Departmeént of Justice, was used to transpert Reverend 2 z
King as stated in the reports. Any efferts to ascer-.
tain the truth wowld have revealed these facts,

Siscerely, C- : o

) BURKE NARSHALL :
- Assiatent Attorney General - - - . .
' Civil Rights Divisiea '

By ' L
RICEARD WASSERSTRON
. Attoraey ‘ -




Honorable George Huddlestom, Jg, - RIS
Rember of Congress . : :
... United Etates Rouse of Representatives I I 3

. washingtoms, D. € = T o R e

Dear Congressmens - 3
‘ The Attorney General has_asked me to reply 3
to your lstter of 7 Movember concerning use by ' .
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jz., of an automobile rented =
by a lawyer employed by the Department of Justice, - o VEE
It is of course contrary to the Departaent 3k
regulations for any automobile rented by a Department B &
employee to be used for any purpose other than official j
business. Accordingly, what happened was contrary to >
such regulatioms. _ . £
Unfortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
the lewyer involved denied having lent the car to anyone, . i S
All objective checks of his story wvere consisteat withi= — g
it. You will recall, for exaxple, that the first reports- r S
from state and local officiais were to the effect that SN
Department of Justice employees haé driven or. King i;,
all around the Btate ofAlabaza, It could Le 2 3
objectively ascertained, and was, that the lawyer in- S S
volved never left Birmingham, and that, contrazy to I » ‘
charges at the tims, no car gented by the Lepartment :
could conceivably have been used to transport Pr. King
trom Selma to Noatgomery. g
Accordingly., the Department officisl denied ' -
the charges in good faith. -
cc:  Records ' ST - R et
Chrono T e o ‘ v
" Marshall T - S S
poar ' : - . A

rrial PFile



On the nicht of Ncverler 5, tle lawyer involved
voluntarily admitted that he Lad nct gaven ile leparcrent
the wrue facts. Without this acr.issiun it wiuld -
nct have leen kncwn, 2s soch as jx.£8iXle alier the
adcissicn was iacde, the Lepaiwsent pul licly ad nowledged

its error and exspressed its regret,

~ hccordingly, your request for an cruression of
regret seeas inappxopriate. ’ g

-

T, SRR -
T .o

Very truly yours, ;

i

_____},_ - d_.—_~ - . - [

EURKE MI)ASHALL
Assistant Aticrney General
Civil Ricglits -ivision
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7 Novesmber 1963

Hoaorable Joe D, VWeggoner, Js,

Member of Congress .
United States House of leprescntltivcu
%askington, 9, C. Sl

DI =

iy

Deas. C¢ngt¢.sa-a:

The Atternsy Geperal has asked me te
geply to youz letter of 24 October coucernimg
geporss that vehicles reanted by the Departnent
of Justice were used to trensport Reverend
Sartin Lluther Xiag, Jr., around Alobens,
terday the Departuent issued an addftiomnal
public statement on this matter, since s prior—
statement had bLeen based, in pazt, on misinformse
tion, and was, accordingly, id part, insccuraste,
1 hope that Lt will answer your inquiry,

Yes-

Yery truly yours,

3urke tasrshall
Civil Righw Divieionm

leédtdl
Chrono
Marshall

Assistant Attorney OCenercal ==
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Jerome C. Ables, Esquire . )
Attorney at Law - v /

Post Office Box 309 s & o=
South Pittsburg, Tennessee = . . .

s - SR SEL s
"$>i,?’ ,.‘, -

Dear NMr, Ablon

el L -

The Attorney General has asked me to reply

to your letter of November 7 concerning use by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., of an automobile
rented by a lawyer employed by the Department
, . of Justice, -

It is of course contrary to the Department
regqulations for any automobile rented by a Department
employee to be used for any purpose other than official
business. Accordingly, what happened was contrary to
such regulations,

NG Eoisiact 4 3 o

. Unfortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
the lawyer involved denied having lent the car to - N s
anyone. All objective checks of his story were eonliot.nt g
with it. You will recall, for exsrple, that the first - - -
zeports from state and local officials were to the effect
' that Department of Justice erployees had driven Dr, King S
’ " all around the State of Aladaza, It oould be -
= » ... objectively ascertained, and was, that the lawyer involved
i~ pavex left Birminchea, and that, ocontrary to charges
-~ @t the tins, no car rented by the Department could
- mlnblyhmhonuodtotxmmrtnz. King from
Selma to Montgomery.

i)

Accordingly, the Department officially denied .
t.boeumshgoodhith. L
Records ‘ BRI ; - , A
- Chrono ~ ~wy T TITTToamTTErmoommomemo—she e s e e
arshall - . . . -7 7. T , B =

- Trial File = =~ 7 T
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On the night of November S, the lawyer involved

voluntarily admitted that he had not given the
Department the true facts. Without this admission it
would not have been known. As soon as possible after
the admission was made, the Department publicly
acknowledged its error and expressed its roqrct.

. Aside from this occasion, for which the Department
1- being reimbursed the total cost of approximatsly
$16.00, I know of no occasion on which any agent of

the Department of Justice, through the use or loan of

a vehicle or otherwise, went beyond his official duties

" _in enforcing laws which the Congress has given the
Department of Justice responsibility to enforce.

I regret very much that our prior letter to
you was in part erroneous and based on misinformation,

Very- truly yours .

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant 2ttorney General
Civil Rights Division




dim; .She Ford renained evezrnight fa Sedmg -~ - - -

to Montgonery ia the 31964 Ford which
alse was zented by Mr. NcIntyre. Mg,

Mc Intyre rented tde Ford in Noatgemery at o
8341 p.m. ou Octodler 15 and dreove to Cesig o -
Air Force Base mear Selms, checkiag inte
the Base at 9335 p.n. Thereafter, mefther
Rr, NcIntyre nor the Pord left Cralg alrx S ;
Porce Base that nfght, Mg, dcintyze does = 0 - S
00t knov Reverend King end las never met

-

end the following morning Joha Poax, First & - R Y
Aseistant sttormey Genersli in charge of the . : : o
) Civil Righte Division, drove the Pozd ¢ - — - - - N =

".: Tuskegee amd then back te Noantpomery, We _ M
have been fnformed that Reverend Ting drzeve e
fron Seina to Montgomery in o privatelye : : B R
owned Ceadiiftasc, : : N Al

It {8 obvious from these facts that neither R
the Chevrelet ner the Ford, aor any ether '

car rented by the Depaztnent of Justice,

vas used to trancport Reverend Kimg., The T
reports to the coatsary are false., Any

efforts te ascertaia the truth would have
revealed these facts,

’ . -

Very truly yours,

Burke Mazahall S ,#'if.17"~fif e

Asslstant Atteraey Gesmeral .
Zivil Rights Divisien -

[
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